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Update
It has been three years since the creation of the

Maritime Organic Grains Network and a lot has been
accomplished; a tour to Quebec to see numerous organic
farms with various crops, endless amounts of contacts
made between buyers and sellers, organic grain trials that
have helped to strengthen the industry, an organic grain
symposium and of course, quarterly newsletters that kept
everyone informed along the way.   This will be the last
newsletter for now, but if you feel strongly about the
positive things that the grains network has done we ask
you to please send ACORN a letter or comment to
indicate your feelings toward the Maritime Organic Grains
Network.  There are a few projects left to finish up, like a
grower workshop that will focus on soybeans and other
field crops (Feb 17th in Charlottetown, PEI) and an exit
survey which will encompass the acreages and types of
organic grains to be planted in 2010.  Comparing the initial
survey with the latest one, we will be able to determine the
growth of the organic grains sector, so it is important to

have your input.  In addition, these surveys have been
useful for organic processors that are trying to forecast
supply for the upcoming year.  The results of both surveys
and the subsequent indicators for the organic grains sector
in the region will be available at the ACORN conference,
March 4-6, 2010.  We look forward to hearing your
production forecast when you are contacted by Mark
Bernard in the coming weeks.

We would like to acknowledge the financial support from
PEI ADAPT Council, NS Agri-Futures and the NB
Agricultural Council that has made this network possible.
Funding for the MOGN ends in March so this will be the
last newsletter for now, but if you feel strongly about the
positive things that the grains network has done we ask
you to please send ACORN a letter or comment to
indicate your feelings toward the Maritime Organic Grains
Network.

Organic Grain Market Outlook

 From Speerville Flour Mill:

It is always good to be able to project
your thoughts to times of better
weather, economic conditions and
such. As I write this short note, we
are having a bit of a blizzard outside
so it is a most welcome task that I
focus on last summer and fall.
In terms of grain harvest and quality
the 2009 season was much better than
2008. We were able to use the
majority of the Atlantic Canadian
Certified Organic grain that came our
way. Now mind you we could not use
it all, but it was a marked
improvement over the 2008 season.

All in all, protein and falling number
were better and the DON situation
was not so severe.
We do our very best to use as much of
our local crop as we can. We continue
to pay top dollar for this grain in
hopes that we can encourage farmers
to continue to include it in their
rotation. We would love a situation
where cereal grains are more than just
a breakeven venture, and it saddens us
when we hear stories of lost funds.
From a processing perspective we see
a small, constant and steady growth.
The idea of buying healthy, local and
organic food is becoming more of a
common

behavior. We have discussed this topic
at length, to try to rationalize it, but

there are so many factors
involved that it is hard to
pinpoint the most important
one. We hope that it comes
from people questioning their
food dollars and in response,
seeking local alternatives. This
is by far our best way of
actually building a strong and

secure Atlantic Canadian Food
System. We have always maintained
that food security is not “rocket
science”. It requires several important
elements, two of which are:
“Government Foresight” and “Public
Will”.   Speerville Flour Mill
"Pure Food ... Naturally!"
Toll Free: 1-866-277-6371

Homestead Organics

The organic grain market is general is
in a short term cyclical slump. The
global recession has dampened the
growth of the organic sector as
consumers reconsider their household
budget and priorities. Let’s be clear,
the market remains strong and stable,
but  growth has  vaporated
temporarily. It was unsustainable
growth in market demand that pushed
prices to record levels in 2008 and
2009. Grain brokers entered the fray
to help processors and large livestock
operators to find enough grain to
meet consumer demand. These
brokers were literally falling over each
other, calling the same growers,
looking for the same inventories, to
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sell to the same end users. They
simply engaged in a bidding war that
drove up prices.

For the 2009 crop, market
pressure has subsided while
production also increased as more
growers came
on stream. Therefore, the supply
chain calmed down and the brokers
reduced their market pressure. To add
downward pressure on market prices,
South American and Asian countries
continue to increase their organic
production and move their grains into

North America and our traditional
markets in Europe and Japan.

Another factor is the US
dollar. As the US currency drops in
value, or as the Canadian dollar
increases in value, the Canadian
commodity price has to drop in order
to remain competitive in the North
American market. For example, we
obtained 1.2 currency exchange in
February 2009, versus 1.04 recently.
The Canadian commodity price must
drop by about 16 percent to remain
competitive. Food grade soybeans that
were worth $1000 a year ago are now
moving for about $810-$850 per
tonne. Feed soybeans are worth about
$675 per tonne. Likewise, feed grains
such as corn and cereals are moving
for about $275-$290 per tonne. For
ongoing access to market prices, we
invite growers to visit our crop prices
on our website at Homestead
Organics.

It is too early to predict the
value of the 2010 crop as buyers are
uncertain of future price movements.
Discussions at the Guelph Organic
Farmers conference at the end of
January should allow some buyers to
test the market with prices sometime
in February or March. I estimate that
the current price levels could sustain
themselves into the new 2010 crop.
Throughout this global recession,
consumers remain loyal to organic
agriculture and the love affair for local
food continues to grow. The organic
sector will surely recover its growth

rate as with some upward price
movement next year as the global
economy recovers and consumers
have enough confidence to increase
their food spending.

Here at Homestead Organics,
we are very pleased to work with
several organic soybean producers in
PEI for the 2009 crop. PEI is an
important source of supply as we
grow our markets and processing
capacity. We look forward to working
with growers again for the 2010 crop.
Watch our website for contract offers
sometime in February or March. In
the meantime, please review our seed
catalogue on the website for many
varieties of organic soybeans, cereals,
forages, and cover crops. In response
to demand from organic growers, the
organic seed sector has responded
wonderfully and we have many
options to offer.

Thank you.
Tom Manley
Homestead Organics     PO Box 39,
Berwick, Ontario K0C 1G0,   T: 613-984-
0480  ext 225   F: 613-984-0481
tom@homesteadorganics.ca
www.homesteadorganics.ca
www.choosecornwall.ca

Nature’s Crops International
Organic Contracts for 2010.

Nature’s crops International
will be contracting with local farmers
to grow new and exciting oilseed
crops for PEI. This year we will be
offering organic contracts for
Crambe, Hemp, Borage and High
Oleic Sunflower. Last year was the
first year for Crambe. The crop had
an average yield of over 1300 lbs /
acre with a contracted price of $0.50 /
lb . The price will likely remain the
same for this year. We will be looking
for approximately   300 acres. The
hemp contracted last year was grown
for it’s grain production and not the
fiber with a contract price of $0.52 /
lb. This year we will be looking for 50
acres. The Borage and High Oleic
Sunflower will be grown for the

purpose of supplying us with samples
that will be used to market potential
new products for our buyers.
Anyone interested in more
information on contracts available for
these crops please call Nature’s Crops
at 902-836-3332 or 902-626-6494.

Coop Atlantic – Country Quality
Organics

With just about a year under their
belt, Coop Atlantic has learned a lot
rather quickly.  Shonda Babineau is
buying organic grain to be made into
organic livestock feed in Sussex N.B.
Over the past year as she has been
coordinating grain shipments from
farmers she has noticed the common
problem of farmers having limited on-
farm storage dedicated to organic or a
lack of suitable bins that are tight
from the elements.  Another issue is
farmers understanding the quality of
the grain, specifically the quality of
downgraded milling grain.  Grain that
does not make milling quality does
not automatically qualify for feed
grade grain.  Good grain produces
good feed to produce good animals.
Shonda challenges farmers to take the
time to properly set up the sieves of
the combine or put the grain through
a cleaner.  “Clean grain means no
dockage,”   Shonda is committed to
buying Maritime grown grain and is
happy to have noticed an increase in
the amount of grain available.  The
Sussex mill will work with organic
livestock owners, to fine tune or make
custom mixes depending on
availability of grains requested.   The
Coop is anticipating the feed markets
to plateau for this coming year due to
the current economic state compared
to the growth of around 20% they
have seen last year.

Shonda Babineau
Co-op Atlantic Brokerage   Ph: (506)
858-6178 Fx: (506) 858-6379
shonda.babineau@coopatlantic.ca
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Soy Hardy

Soy Hardy is a success story for the
Maritimes and for the organic
industry and they say that the market
is only strengthening.  “Our current
production is almost double that of
2008 and early 2009,” says Matt
Hardy.  Current markets have
increased, despite the downturn in the
economy.  Adding new accounts and
developing new markets in recent
months have been attributed to the
majority of sales increases.
 As for the future, Soy Hardy’s tofu
will be carried by one of the largest
food distributors in Canada, from
Ontar io  to  Newfoundland.  
They have also picked up full
distribution from coast to coast
in Canada for their popular Soy Nuts.
 Success does not come without its
challenges however.  “High end
organic products are a harder sell in
this economy.  It seems these days,
unfortunately, retailers want organic
products at conventional prices.”
Costs (packaging, shipping, inputs,
etc.) continue to increase while buyers
purchase product at a predetermined
price and do not want to see an
increase.  “It’s the same, age-old
problem that farmers face; cost of
production rises and the price for
their product lowers.”
 In the past Hardy’s soybeans have
come from one supplier, but Matt
says that “in 2010-2011 I foresee that
we will have to bring in much more
product.”  This is good news for
Maritime grains!
Matt Hardy
General Manager
Soy Hardy Ltd.    PH: 902-853-4014
Fax: 902-853-4344  Email:
matt@soyhardy.com
www.soyhardy.com

Lackawanna Products Corp

Although operating out of
W i l l i amsv i l l e ,  New York ,
Lackawanna Products Corp is
interesting in buying Maritime

organic grains such as oats, barley and
feed grade brown flax.  In addition,
they are buying all types of screenings
from organic crops.
“One of the major hurdles that I am
facing, is the disconnect between the
farmers and the market,” says Felician
Masumbuko.  “Right now, because of
the economy, the market is low and
the growers still want a high price.”
He feels that the growers are holding
out for about two months too long
before they are ready to sell the crop
at the price offered and then it is too
late and the market has dried up.
Another, more recent challenge is the
current problem with the GM flax
that has shown up in some Canadian
flax going to the EU.  The extra
testing and added assurances that are
being required are slowing the
markets down, but Lackwanna is still
looking to purchase organic flax.
Also a major shift is the high
exchange rate on currency between
Canada and the US which is always in
flux but should not prevent producers
from considering this other option of
sale.  Felician is signing contracts to
purchase organic pinto beans for both
2009 and 2010 crops.  He also said
that he is only interested in buying
full truck or rail car loads due to the
cost of shipping to New York.

Felician Masumbuko
Lackawanna Products Corp, 8545 Main
St. Williamsville, NY 14221. USA.
Tel: +1(716) 633 1940 ext 373
Fax: +1(716) 633-1490    SKYPE:
Legouru 

More potent fusarium
spreads
Reprinted from the Western Producer,
October 1, 2009, VOL. 87 No. 40
By Ed White
Winnipeg bureau
Farmers might have to make sure that
fusarium damage levels in their wheat
are even lower than they are now
because of a new strain that is
spreading widely.  The Canadian
Grain Commission is considering

lowering the levels of damaged kernels
allowed because the new fusarium
strain is producing more vomitoxin
than the one that has dominated since
the 1980s.  For fungus-infected farms,
it might mean a frustrating and costly
new reality of quality downgrades.
“It was a big surprise,” said Randy
Clear, a crop quality expert at the
CGC, about the discovery that a new
form of fusarium graminearum had
taken over Manitoba and was quickly
spreading to Saskatchewan.  “We’re
going to have to see about the
tolerances being lowered for some of
the wheats.” Keystone Agricultural
Producers vice-president Rob Brunel
said this development will increase the
pain Manitoba and eastern
Saskatchewan farmers have been
feeling from the fungal disease.
“What can you replace wheat with?”
said Brunel. “There aren’t too many
options.”  Fusarium graminearum is a
fungal disease that infects heads of
cereal crops. The type the grain
industry is familiar with is called 15
Acetyl. But tests on frozen samples of
grain held by the CGC show the new
graminearum strain, 3 Acetyl,
appeared in 1998 and is rapidly
spreading.  Clear said that in 1998,
only six percent of fusarium
graminearum infections in Manitoba
were of the 3 Acetyl type, with the
rest being 15, but by 2007 it had
become 68 percent.  Saskatchewan’s
fusarium cases are now about one-
third 3 Acetyl. Clear said some parts
of the Maritimes are more than 80
percent new variety, while in Ontario
and Quebec the infection is less than a
third.  “It’s a huge change,” said Clear,
noting the aggressiveness of the new
variety in displacing the old.  “That
old variety wasn’t just hanging on, it
was thriving. What’s remarkable is
that it’s being replaced so quickly.”
The 3 Acetyl is capable of creating
substantially more deoxynivalenol
(DON), known as vomitoxin.  This is
dangerous for humans, pigs and cattle
at high concentrations.
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Clear said the CGC had been
assuming that kernel damage rates
could be extrapolated into
representing a vomitoxin content, but
because of the change to the new
fusarium type, the DON level could
be higher than previously expected.
“The three’s were much better at
producing DON,” said Clear about
Agriculture Canada tests.  “That’s
what gave us the most concern,
because some of the grading tolerances
are based on what we might expect
the level of DON to be for that level
of fusarium damage.”  Brunel said the
CGC has an obligation to protect
Canada’s reputation as a quality grain
exporter, so he doesn’t blame the
commission for considering lower
tolerance levels.  “It’s a double-edged
sword for producers,” said Brunel. “If
they lower the fusarium damage level
because of the toxicity, it’ll be tougher
on farmers who have fusarium in
their wheat, but it will also reassure
our buyers that the quality of grain
they’re buying meets their needs.”
Manitoba’s fusarium-ravaged Red
River Valley is likely to suffer most
from this development.  Many
farmers now don’t try to grow wheat
in heavily infected areas and hog
producers face hefty feed bills because
they have to bring in feed wheat from
western Manitoba or corn from the
U.S. due to the fusarium problem.
Southern Alberta feed grain broker
Doug Chambers said he doesn’t think
most livestock feeders will be
surprised or inconvenienced by any
change in grading because they
already do vomitoxin tests and ignore
visible kernel damage.  But small scale
feeders might discover they’ve been
feeding higher levels of DON to their
pigs than they thought.  “To me, it’s
the (careless) operators that it would
make a difference to, the ones who
want to do things the easy way rather
than the correct way,” said Chambers,
who says most of his hog producer
clients also test for various moulds.
Brunel said the dominance of the 3
Acetyl is further proof of why

farmers need more research and
development of fusarium-resistant
lines of wheat, barley and oats.  “We
need new varieties so that we can
continue to produce top quality
milling wheat and feed wheat with
low DON levels,” said Brunel.

Natural inoculants promote crop
health and productivity

Todd Mason, Origro Inc.

An unusual microscopic fungus is fast
emerging on the commercial scene as
a valuable and natural tool that can
help promote crop health and
productivity. The fungus is the main
active component of some new
products which have been developed
as seed treatments for small-grained
cereals and other crops, for applying
to plant foliage, flowers, fruits, stems
branches, roots and tubers, and for
amending soils and hydroponic
nutrient
solutions. The products have the
important advantage in being entirely
compatible with the production of
organic and “green” crops. They can
also be valuable tools for use in crops

grown by conventional methods. The
products utilize strains of a fungus
known by its  Latin name
Clonostachys rosea (formerly
Gliocladium roseum) that were
selected from among hundreds of
naturally-occurring fungal strains
collected from plants across Canada.
The strains used in product
formulations are entirely natural and
were not genetically modified in any
way. They have the extraordinary
ability to grow within the stems,
leaves, flowers, roots and other organs
of a huge diversity of crop plants and
wild plants with which they interact
beneficially. When used appropriately
the C. rosea strains are harmless to
crops, safe for humans and the
environment, and have been
considered beneficial to soil health
and structure.

Beneficial effects commonly
encountered in small-grained cereals
grown from seeds treated with C.
rosea - based products, such as
Endophyte inoculant, include better
and faster seedling emergence,
increased plant growth and vigour,
enhanced crop resistance to diseases
and environmental stresses, increased
numbers of seed-bearing tillers, and
increased grain yield and quality.
Commercia l  Endophyte seed
treatments are currently on the
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OMRI approvals list. They are
powder formulations which contain
at least two hundred million spores
of the C. Rosea fungus per gram of
product. The spores are miniscule,
colourless and bean shaped. It takes
200 of them end to end to make a
millimetre. Roughly 100 of the
spores typically adhere to the
surface of a seed following
treatment.

Fertility Management for Organic
Cereal Production
Andrew M. Hammermeister*, Joanna
MacKenzie and Karen Nelson
Organic Agriculture Center of
Canada/Nova Scotia Agricultural
College Truro, NS

Organic grain producers in the
Maritimes have struggled to
maintain yields on land where
manure is not readily available on
the farm. They have been seeking
options relating to both cultivar
selection and the use of soil
amendments as compared with the
standard practice of using a forage
green manure. This research compares
the use red clover ploughdown with
pelletized poultry manure as a
nitrogen (N) source for organic cereal
production in Prince Edward Island,
Canada. The Effects of Previous Crop
(clover or oats) on six barley and two
oat cultivars were assessed on an
organic farm in PEI in 2008 and 2009.
In addition, Fertility Trials were
conducted over two years in PEI to
compare i) previous crop of oats
(oatsprev) ii) previous crop of clover
(cloverp r e v ) ,  i i i )  o a t s p r e v + N
(Nutriwave™ pelletized poultry
manure(4-1-2) at 3000 kg ha-1), and iv)
c l o v e r p r e v  + N on three barley
cultivars
and one oat cultivar. The clover was
incorporated 2-3 weeks prior to
p lant ing  to  a l low in i t i a l
decomposition of the residues and to
avoid potential toxicity problems.
The 2008 crop year was drier than
average; in 2009 dry conditions in late

May to Mid June limited yield
potential, and then wet conditions
prevented opportunit ies  for
mechanical weed control. In the
Previous Crop Trial, average yield
across all cultivars and years following
clover was 54% higher than for yield
following oats but test weight was not
different (Figure 1); a significant
barley cultivar effect was observed,
but there was no interaction between
cultivar and previous crop. For the
Fertility Trials, yield of the oatsprev

treatment was typically lower than in
other treatments although some
differences (in AC Baton oats and
CDC McGwire barley) were not
always significant (Figure 2). No
significant difference in yield was
observed between the oatsprev+ N and
the cloverprev treatments; the additive
effect of cloverprev + N provided a
significant yield increase for some
cultivars. Protein content was higher
in treatments with cloverprev and
cloverprev + N treatments than in the
oatsprev, however, but lower in the
oatsprev+ N (Figure 2). This was
attributed to higher N availability

during early plant growth (to the 3rd

leaf stage) associated with the
poultry manure, resulting in higher
yield potential but protein dilution
at seed filling. In contrast, the N
release from clover was expected to
extend longer through the season.
While providing the same yield
effect, the poultry manure (at 300
kg ha-1) and clover differed in their
impact on protein. Compared with
oatsprev, thousand kernel weight

(TWK) and test weight for barley
cultivars were higher for cloverprev and
+ N treatments although differences
were not always significant. Yield and
TWK for the oats were not as
responsive, however test weight for
oats grown on oatsprev was generally
higher than other higher fertility
treatments. Supplementing barley

with pelletized poultry manure can
increase yield, but cost of
production (as compared with
putting land into forage clover for

1-2 years) must be considered.

Erratic year for seed quality
Crop Production Week
Farmers urged to find reliable seed
supplies early
BY BRIAN CROSS
SASKATOON NEWSROOM

The long, difficult harvest that caused
widespread anxiety in the fall of 2009
is causing more headaches in 2010 as
farmers begin their search for reliable
seed supplies.  Bruce Carriere, owner
of Discovery Seed Labs in Saskatoon,
told commercial grain producers and
certified seed growers that a late, wet
harvest has had a significant impact on
certified seed supplies across the West.
Seed from some crop types is in short
supply, germination levels are below
normal and samples are arriving at
seed labs later than usual, meaning
backlogs and longer waiting times.
“This year, because of the late harvest
that we had, there’s actually two
different crops out there,” Carriere
said.  “There’s a crop that came off in
September, which is in great shape …
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and then there’s the stuff that came in
later, in November, and that crop is
an entirely different story.  “We’ve
seen lots of stuff that’s right down in
the 10 and 15 percent germination
level. Vigour is right off the board and
it’s full of disease,” he added.  “There
will be  some shortages out there.”
According to Carriere, early-harvested
crops came off in ideal condition with
good germination and few disease
problems.  Kernel weights in some
early-harvested crops were slightly
below normal, so farmers should
adjust their seeding rates accordingly,
he said.  However, quality issues were
widespread for crops harvested later
in the year. For those, germination
levels are below normal and seed
vigour is down.
Oat supplies are expected to be
unusually tight.  The vast majority of
the province’s oat crop came off late
last fall and germination levels in
many samples are poor.  Carriere said
his lab has seen germination levels
from five to 75 percent.  “Twenty
seven percent of the oat samples that
we tested … are below that 75 percent
range and I think in oats, you don’t
want to be playing around with any
(germination) numbers less than that.
“So I expect to see a shortage of good
oat seed,” he said.  “There’s a few seed
growers out there that have stuff
carried over from last year and if I was
buying seed, that’s the stuff I would
be looking for.”  Much of
Saskatchewan’s wheat crop suffered a
similar fate.  What little was
harvested in September is in
good shape but the rest is in

poor condition, relative to a normal
production year.  “There was not
much wheat that came off in the early
harvest so you’d better be looking for
wheat right away,” he said.  “Some of
the newer varieties, I understand, are
already sold out so you might want to
be looking around for some of those
newer ones if you’re going to be
changing your wheat seed this year.”
Demand for lentil seed is also
expected to be higher than usual this
year, especially for red varieties,
Carriere said.  Lentil acreage is
expected to rise sharply this spring so
supply issues could arise.
“If you’re looking for lentil seed,
you’d better be locking in your
pricing right now and taking delivery
of them because as the price of lentils
goes up, so does the price of the seed,”
Carriere said.  “There’s already been
one increase that I know of in the
price of lentil seed so you might want
to make sure you’ve got that locked
in.”  Barley that was harvested early
looks very good but crops that were
harvested later will almost certainly
have lower germination levels.  Field
peas came off in relatively good shape,
he added, although many producers
who tried to hasten the harvest
process last fall applied glyphosate to
dry down their crops.  Producers who
used glyphosate as a desiccant and
intend to plant farm-saved peas in the
spring should test their samples for
glyphosate residue.  The same is true
for cereal crops treated with

glyphosate.  “We’re seeing some
significant damage, in terms of being
sprayed too early, and that’s not good
for the seed crop,” Carriere said.  If
glyphosate is sprayed too early the
plant’s root system will be smaller,
which eventually kills it.  Fusarium
levels were a concern on some late-
harvested cereals but the fusarium
strain most commonly detected was
not fusarium graminearium, the most
toxic strain.
Testing in Carriere’s labs is almost six
weeks behind schedule and farmers
waiting for results can expect to wait
two weeks longer than usual.  He
encouraged commercial grain growers
to ask certified seed growers tough
questions this year to ensure they
know what they are buying.  In
particular, seed buyers should ask to
see germination certificates and should
note test dates.  Carriere said
germination levels in some late-
harvested bulk cereal crops could
decline between now and seeding
time, depending on the moisture
content of seed and environmental
conditions in the bin.  He said some
barley could fall into this category.
“We have seen some stuff come off
with fairly good germs but I don’t
believe it’s going to hold up that
long.”  There are a few seed growers
out there that have stuff carried over
from last year and if I was buying
seed, that’s the stuff I would be
looking for.
BRUCE CARRIERE

DISCOVERY SEED
LABS

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Organic and Organic/Pedigreed Seed
Supplier List (Field Crops Only):

(Note: Other suppliers may exist)

Useful organizations:

The Canadian Seed Institute (CSI). As
an independent, not-for-profit
organization, CSI is able to offer
programs and services to augment and
support the work of regulatory officials,
including standards development, and
certification system development.
www.csi-ics.com/main.asp  or www.csi-
ics.com/organic/organic_certification/list
_of_organic_seed_vendors/search_kind.as
p

The Canadian Seed Growers’
Association (CSGA), which represents
4,500 seed growers, provides leadership as
the only Canadian organization to
monitor and certify pedigreed seed for all
agricultural crops in Canada except
potatoes.
www.seedgrowers.ca/documentlibrary/gr
owerdirectories.asp?lang=e

Farmer Direct Co-operative Ltd. is a
producer-driven business that provides
the world with ethically grown and
traded foods. Our co-operative of 60
organic farmers produce high quality
100% Certified Organic fairDeal oilseeds
and pulses for food manufacturer's
distributors, and food service providers
worldwide. You can choose from Farmer
Direct's three supply options: bulk
packaged & processed goods, or private
labeling www.farmerdirect.ca/

Seeds of Diversity is a Canadian
charitable organization dedicated to the
conservation, documentation and use of
public-domain non-hybrid plants of
Canadian significance. Our 1700 members
from coast to coast are gardeners, farmers,
teachers, scientists, agricultural historians,
researchers and seed vendors. Together
we grow, propagate and distribute over
1500 varieties of vegetables, fruit, grains,
flowers and herbs.
www.semences.ca/hpd/csci.php

Ecological Farmers Association of
Ontario: The EFAO was established in
1979 with the purpose: 1. To develop and
provide programs promoting the practice
and advancement of ecological agriculture
which maintains and enhances the health
of the soil, water, crops, livestock, and the
diversity of the environment.2. To

educate and increase the public’s
understanding of ecological agricultural.
3. To bring together people who are
concerned about ecological agriculture so
they can share experiences, support each
other and create community.

www.efao.ca/seed_directory.shtml

Québec Suppliers:
* Semences Nicolet, Gilbert Proulx,
3500, les 60, Nicolet Quebec,
(819) 293-8549
- Wheat and soybeans (organic pedigreed
seed)

* Semences RDR, David Proulx, Nicolet
Quebec, (819) 293-2001 or 1 866-293-2001
www.semencesrdr.com/

- Hulless oats, oats, soybeans, peas, wheat,
barley, and spelt (organic pedigreed seed)

* Ferme Éliro, Rodrigue Tremblay, La
Doré Québec, (418) 256-3755 / 256-3622
or 1-800-321-4094
www.moulincoutu.com/index.php              
- Organic pedigreed seeds

Aliments Trigone, Jacques Côté, Saint
Francois de Montmagny,  (418)259-7414,
www.alimentstrigone.com ,  - Spelt, hemp
(under contract only), buckwheat

Ontario Suppliers (see: Ecological
Farmers Association of Ontario):

Dave Harry, R.R. 3, Stirling, ON K0K
3E0, 613-395-2653, h.harry@sympatico.ca
- corn and  red clover
- organically produced seed

Doug Shirray, Box 765, Tavistock, ON
N0B 2R0, 519-655-2570
- certified organic: seed corn, many
varieties of clover, sudan grass, sorghum,
alfalfa, orchard grass, meadow fescue and
ryegrass.

* Great Lakes Organics, 4492 Progress
Drive, Petrolia, ON, N0N 1R0, Phone
519-882-4526, (877) 409-9917

- wheat, spelt, oats, clover, many varieties
of soybeans
- certified organic pedigreed seed

Grain Process Enterprises Ltd, 115
Commander Blvd., Scarborough, ON,
M1S 3M7, Phone 416-291-3226

Hardy Seeds Limited, Grahame Hardy,
Inkerman, ON, 613-989-2054,
- certified organic soybean

* Homestead Organics  Seed catalogue
http://www.homesteadorganics.ca/

- oats, barley, wheat (hard), soybeans,
corn, rye, buckwheat, forages
- certified organic seed and organically
produced not certified seed

* Hendrick Seeds, Dave and Carolyn
Hendrick, 11791 Sandy Row RR1,
Inkerman, ON K0E 1J0,
(613)-774-3469
-sold out of organic seed for this year.

Kuepfer Farm, Joseph Kuepfer, RR1,
Tiverton, ON N0G 2T0
- soybeans, certified organic

Merrylynd Organics Peter Leahy, RR 4,
Lakefield, ON, K0L 2H0, Phone (705)
755-1081,

Fax (705) 755-1081,
merrylynd@peterboro.net - certified
organic seeds: buckwheat, corn, oats, rye,
soybean, spelt, wheat (hard & soft)

Natural Harvest Seed Cleaners, Alex
Mills, Tavistock, ON, 905-939-8870

- certified organic: mixed grain (peas, oats
and barley), soybeans, hard red spring
wheat, spelt and soft red winter wheat.

* ProRich Seeds Inc, Tom Faulkner,
Mount Elgin, Ontario, N0J 1N0,
519-485-3447
- certified organic and pedigreed seeds:
Various forage species and varieties

Saugeen Specialty, Sean McGivern,
Desboro, ON, 519-794-4445
- certified organic grains

W.G. Thompson & Sons Ltd., Hyland
Seeds (Division), P.O. Box 250,
Blenheim, ON N0P 1A0, 519-676-8146,
Fax: 519-676-3185,
info@hylandseeds.com,
www.hylandseeds.com
- certified organic and pedigreed soybean
seed

Wehrmann Grain & Seed, RR #1,
Ripley, ON N0G 2R0, 519-395-3126, Fax:
519-395-2935, ingasven@hurontel.on.ca
- soybeans, wheat, oats, rye, covercrops,
spelt & other field crops
- certified organic seed

Atlantic Canada Suppliers:
Coop Atlantic Brokerage, c/o Shonda
Babineau,  Moncton NB, (506) 858-6178,
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Fax: (506) 858-6379,
shonda.babineau@coopatlantic.ca

Maurice Girouard, Sainte Marie de Kent
NB, 506.856.0172, fax : 506.955.3799,
mgirouar@nbnet .ca

Good Food Farm, Tom Lask,
Penobsquis (Sussex) NB,
506.432.6467

*Meadowbrook Farm,
David Mol, PO Box 3113,
Charlottetown, PEI, C1A
7N9, Ph: 902-368-1718, Cell:
902-628-9292, Fax: 902-892-
3403 Conventional Untreated
and Organic

*McCardle Bros Seed  1-866-
553-5050  Conventional
Untreated

Yeo Seed  1-902-436-0151   Conventional
Untreated

Others:

* Pure T Organics and Whole Wheat,
PO Box 8, Regina, Saskatchewan, S4P
2Z2, Phone: (306) 757-7012, Fax: (306)
347-2734 - Certified organic Pedigreed
seeds: red and green lentils, peas, rye,
spring wheat, durum wheat

Agricom International Inc., 13-828
Harbourside Drive, North Vancouver,

BC, V7P 3R9, Phone 604-983-6922, Fax
604-983-6923, organic@agricom.com

* Pedigreed seed suppliers

Upcoming Events

February 17:  Workshop - on organic
soybean and field crops.
Location:  Howard Johnson Dutch
Inn,  Cornwall, PEI.  9:30 am – 4:00
pm  Speakers to include Harro
Wehrmann, Ontario organic grain
farmer and processor,  Andy
Hammermeister speaking on 2009
organic trial results. Cost of $15
(which includes lunch)
Contact Mark Bernard for more info
(P) 902 887 3188 or
info@barnyardorganics.ca

March 4 -6 :  10th Anniversary
ACORN Conference & Trade Show
at the Rodd Charlottetown!

ACORN is hosting an entire Crop
and Weedy Workshop Series at the
10th A n n i v e r s a r y  A C O R N

Conference.  All of these
workshops will take place
on Friday, March 5th in the
Grafton Room.

These workshops include:
Innovative Weed
Management Strategies for
Organic Cereal Crops Dr.
Ellen Mallory (Grafton
Room)

Composting for Field Crops
with Roger Henry (Grafton

Room)

Weed Control and Organic Field
Rotations with Roger Henry
(Grafton Room)

Bringing Out the Best in Your
Soil–Organic Soil and Fertility
Management with Dr. Ellen Mallory,
U. of Maine (Grafton Room)


